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beyond the Alps and into the southern parts of Britain beyond the
Channel" (ibid., p. 32).

The dominant features of this Western Civilization at the "close
of the age preceding our own," or approximately about the "third
quarter of the nineteenth century," were the "industrial system of
economy" and "Democracy/' or "responsible parliamentary
representative Government in a sovereign independent national
State" (ibid., p. i). There has been a shift since. "Industrialism and
Democracy, rather, Industrialism and Nationalism, are the two
forces which have exercised dominion de facto over our Western
Society in our age" (ibid., p. 9).

While Professors Wissler and Toynbee assume culture areas with
characteristic cultures, Mahatma Gandhi denies the concept of
Western and Eastern Civilizations. Said the Mahatma:

"(i) There is no impassable barrier between East and West.

"(2) There is no such thing as Western or European Civilization,
but there is a modern civilization which is purely material.

"(3) The people of Europe, before they were touched by
modern civilization, had much in common with the people of the
East, anyhow the people of India, and even to-day Europeans who
are not touched by modern civilization are far better able to mix
with Indians than the offspring of that civilization.

"(4) It is not the British people who are ruling India, but it is
modern civilization, through its railways, telegraph, telephone, and
almost every invention which has been claimed as a triumph of
civilization" (Speer, Race and Race Relations, p. 126).

Sir Gilbert Murray does not take the same view as Mahatma
Gandhi does. "All generalizations," he says, "about whole nations
or groups of nations are superficial and inaccurate, even when made
by scientific students without personal bias. And most of these
actually current are made by prejudiced and utterly unscientific
partisans. People talk loosely of the difference in character between
'Nordic' and 'Latin' nations, or, in still looser phrase, between
'East and West,* violently denouncing the one and praising the
other. Even when there is no actual prejudice at work, the compari-
sons, though sometimes suggestive, are never exact. For one thing.